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PARABLE—THE WHEAT AND TARES. 
Matthew xiii. 36-43. 

‘Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the 
house: and his disciples came unto him, saying, Declare 
nto us the parable of the tares of the field. He answered 
and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the 
Son of man; the field is the world; the good seed are 
the children of the kingdom ; but the tares are the chil- 
dren of the wicked; the enemy that sowed them is 
the devil; the harvest is the end of the world; and the 
reapers are the angels. As therefore the tares are gath- 
ered and burned in the fire, so shall it be in the end of 
this world. ‘The Son of Man shall send forth his angels, 
and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that 
offend, and them which do iniquity; and shall cast them 
into a furnace of fire; there shall be wailing and gnashing 
ofteeth. Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun, 
in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, 
jet him hear.” 

COMMENT. 
Agieeably to our promise, we now offer a com- 


ment on this parable, which is considered, by some, 
ty prove future punishment. We have selected the 
Saviour’s declaration to his disciples. It has been 
said, that the part we have quoted, is not the parable, 
but the explanation of the parable. It is the expla- 
nation that we want. The reader can turn to his 
Bible and read the connexion. The question then is, 
What is the true import of the Saviour’s declara- 
tion to his disciples, of the parable? The words he 
used have ameaning ; What do they import? Shall 
we resort to human tradition, systems and creeds, 
for authority ; or shall we confine ourselves to the 
Scriptures? We think the latter course the most 
adviseable, and shall therefore go to the Scriptures 
alone for information. 

The errors which have been propagated, and pre- 
dicated on this passage, we have nothing to do with. 
The reader can prefer truth, if he is so disposed ; 
and error is abroad in great plenty. As most people 
we acquainted with the misconstructions of the pas- 
sageAt is not necessary to repeat them. 

It may-be proper, however, to mention, that the 
orthodox view of the parable, makes the kingdom 
begin at the very time that the Scriptures declare 
to be the end; at the resurrection of man to life and 
immortality, when the kingdom is represented as 
being delivered up tothe Father, that “ God may be 
all in ail.” The end; that is the purpose of God, in 
man’s redemption will thea be accomplished, through 
the Mediator, Christ, whose Mediatorial Kingdom 
and judgment will be finished. “ For he must reign, 
ull he hath put all enemies under his feet. The last 
enemy shall be destroyed, death.” All things are 
spoken of as being subdued unto him ; made to con- 
form to his law of love. (See 1 Cor. xv.) The king- 
dom of Christ commenced immediately when the 


harvest was reaped, and the old dispensation cleared 
away. 

We request the reader to remember, that the 
“kingdom of heaven,” or “retgn of God,” is that 
which is spoken of, and the parable is usec to iflus- 
trate this kingdom or reign, by introducing similes, 
and likening or comparing the kingdom o1 reign. to 
them. That is, to the things spoken of. Thus says 
the Saviour, “The kingdom of heaven is likened 
unto a man who sowed good seed in his field.” And 
we shall find, in the sequel, that it is likened unto 
aman who will not permit any but good seed, to 
remain in his field. The reverse of the kingdom or 
reign of God, may be likened unto a man who sowed 
bad seed ina field, and caused it to remain there, 
to the continual detriment of the field. But, rea- 
der, “the kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man 
who sowed good seed in his field.” It is the man’s 
field; he owns the soil he cultivates. “ But while 
men slept, his [the man’s, the owner’s}] enemy came 
{who did not own an inch of the ground,] and sowed 
tares among the wheat, and went his way,” &c. 
Reader, are you a tiller of the ground? Do you 
own a field? What would you do, if, after you have 
sown your field with wheat, an enemy should come 
and sow tares, or weeds? Would you destroy the 
field, if you had power so todo? We think not. 
Neither will God in his reign over men, destroy 
them. 

Mankind are the field. Christ says, “The field is 
the world.” The very world the Scriptures assure 
us God loved, and Christ came to save. For it is 
the same word in the original, which is rendered 
world in all these passages. In harmony with the 
Scriptures, are the best human authorities, who 
define the word kosmos, rendered world, to signify 
homines universi, mankind universally. This is 
the field. What was sown in it? The parable says, 
wheat. Christ says, “the good seed are the chil- 
dren of the kingdom.” Who sowed the good seed ? 
Ans. The Son of man. Whois he? Ans. Christ. 
“ The tares are the children of the wicked.” Who ? 
Why, we will suppose the devil, for it is said, he 
sowed them. What has the devil to do with the field, 
mankind? Ans. Nothing more than to sow tures 
in them. What is the Son of man represented 
as doing with the field, mankind? Ans. Sowing 
good seed in them, in his field. Does the sowing 
weeds in another man’s field, give the sower atitle 
to the field, and is the field from that time his pro- 
perty? By no means. But the weeds may be con- 
sidered as his children, as he has caused them, and 
the field is characterized, for the time being, with 





whatever it produces. Asmen say, A field of wheat; 
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A field of rye—or, if you please, a field of tares or 
weeds. So mankind are characterized as children of 
the wicked, or devil. As we read, “If any one have 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is not of him;” Christ. 
Not “none of his.” In like manner Christ told the 
rebellious Jews, “ Ye are of your father the devil.” 
How ? Because ye dohis works. What are his works ? 
Ans. Tares. The tares, then, constitute, in a qual- 
ified sense, all who receive and cherish them, the 
children of the father, or sower of the tares, the devil. 
Our venerable mother Eve was a part of the field. 
The enemy came, and sowed his tares. We think 
they must have taken root, and yieldea a plentiful 
crop, for the sower has not yet been in want of seed. 


We must therefore conclude, that the good seed 
constitutes those who receive and cherish it, the 
children of the kingdom, The kingdom is “ right- 
eousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.” For 
God’s reign is spiritual, it is merciful, or righteous, 
and produces joy in all who know him, and discern 
his judgments. They are begotten by the seed, as 
children of the kingdom. James i. 18, says, “ Of 
his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that 
we should be a kind of first-fruits ot his creatures.” 
The word of truth is the seed. Those in whom the 
word of truth grows, are distinguished as fruits. 
Children are considered as fruit, by the prophet. 
The word children and fruit, are thus used as con- 
vertible terms. 

To consider the persons, who are called children 
of the kingdom, and children of the wicked, to be 
the seed, that is spoken of, as sown by the Son of 
man, and by the enemy, the devil, involves the 
strange conclusion that the devil is the creator of 
man; and destroys the field. More than this. The 
field is declared the property of the Son of man; 
but the devil is the owner, if be is the creator of the 
field. We consider the field to be mankind. We 
have proved this. Any other construction or un- 
derstanding of the field, which is declared to be the 
aorld, will produce absurdity and confusion. 

The reader will please to remember, that God 
always governs and controls the universe, accord- 
ing to his pleasure, in reference to.his purpose of 
love and mercy. At the time when the parable 
was spoken, a new era was about to dawn upon 
mankind. “The Father committed all judgment 
unto the Son.” The dispensation, aionos, or age of 
the ceremonial law, whose types and shadows were 
about to be rendered useless by the coming and 
government of the Antitype, was drawing to a close. 
The commencement of anew dispensation, or dis- 
play of God’s judgments, and the conclusion of the 
old, are among the subjects treated of in the para- 
ble. Thus the Saviour says, “The harvest is the 
end of the [aionos} world.” Not kosmos, mankind. 
“ The reapers are the angels.” That is, the mes- 
sengers of the new testament, or Gospel. The 
word aggeloi, rendered angels, properly signifies 
messengers, and is thus translated in James ii. 25. 

The Saviour next introduces the figure of the 
burning of useless or pernicious weeds; saying, 
“4s therefore the tares are gathered and burned in 
the fire; so shall it be in the end of this [aionos] 





world.” When the time of harvest arrives, the hy. 
bandman clears his field. He destroys that which 
is useless and pernicious, and preserves the grain 

rain, 
&e. The Saviour introduces this simile to illustrate 
his government, as Mediator, in effecting the re. 
couciliation of man, according to the purpose of the 
Father. But we have seen, that the party is char- 
acterized by the seed, whether it be the good seed, 
or the tares. We think we must consider the tares 
to be altogether a separate and different plant; and 
not, as some have supposed, the chaff which ep- 
closes the grain. Every thing appertaining to th. 
wheat stalk, grows from the seed which produces th¢ 
Every thing appertaining to the tares, ox 
weeds, is the progeny of the enemy’s seed. The 


wheat. 


tares therefore, can never be converted into wheat: 
nor the wheat, by any process, degenerate and be- 
The field which receives the various 
seeds, whether of wheat or tares, may have “ stony 


come tares, 


places,” the seed may “ {all by the way side,” or it 
&c. notwithstanding 
which, the distinction must be kept up between the 
tield, the wheat, and the tares. ‘The tares are bound 
in bundles, by themselves; the wheat is gathered 
separate, and housed. “So shafl it be in the end 
of this world ;” this age. 

The distinction observed by the agriculturalist, is 
not greater than that which Christ made, in the 
end of the Mosaic economy. The Jews and disci- 
ples of Christ grew together, undistinguished by 
any particular signs of approbation or disapproba- 
tion, from the great Lord of the harvest, until the 
harvest was gathered. The Jews could point to 
the gilded spires of the temple, and send the smoke 
of their sacrifices, in clouds, to heaven, while the dis- 
ciples of Christ were undistinguished save by the 
approbation of their humble and despised Master. 
The disciples, in their zeal, would have destroyed 
the tares; and on one occasion would have called 
fire from heaven to burn their enemies. Bat they 
knew not what spirit they were of. 

The Saviour connects the offence and the offen- 
That is, the tares and the receiver. “They 
shall gather out of his kingdom all things that 
offend, and them which do iniquity ; and shall cast 
them into a furnace of fire: there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.” 

The end of the Mosaic economy, and _ the intro- 
duction of the Gospel, the New-Jerusalem, is spoke# 
of by the prophet Joel iii. 13-16. “Put ye in the 
sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come get ye down; 
for the press is full, the fats overflow; for their 
wickedness is great. Multitudes, multitudes in the 
valley of decision. The sun and the moon shall be 
darkened, and the stars shall withdraw their shining. 
The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his 
voice from Jerusalem ; and the heavens and the earth 
shall shake: but the Lord will be the hope of his 
people, and the strength of the children of Israel.” 
(See Jere. viii. 19-22.) Isa. xvii. 4, 5, speaks of the 
same event. “ And in that day it shall come to pass, 
that the glory of Jacob shall be made thin, and the 
fatness of his flesh shall wax lean. And it shall be 
us when the harvest men gathereth the corn,” &- 


may fall “among thorns,” 
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God’s judgments upon Babylon are spoken of as a 
harvest, Jere. li. 33. “For thus says the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel; The daughter of Babylon 
is like a threshing floor, itis time to thresh her; 
vet a little while, and the time of her harvest shall 
come.” Peter, Acts ii. 14-21, speaks of the pro- 
phecy of Joel, as having its fulfilment in that day. 
The reader is also referred to Rev. xiv. 14-20, for 
additional testimony, and requested to observe the 
order of the events which follow, as related in sub- 
sequent chapters. The winding up, or end of the 
dispensation of types, is therefore fitly compared to 
aharvest, when the field is cleared, and prepared 
fora new crop. Thus mankind are prepared for 
the gospel kingdom, or New-Jerusalem, and old 
Jerusalem is reaped, gathered out of the way, to 
make room for the new. ‘The field will bear fruit 
unto righteousness. The Great Husbandman will 
cultivate the soil, and write his law where the nox- 
ious principles of evil once grew in poisonous luxuri- 
ance. The field will be cleared in the harvest, and 
the weeds destroyed root and branch. In proof of 
this we shall produce the most unquestionable testi- 
mony, in illustration of the furnace, into which the 
tares are cast to be burned. And we again request 
the reader to remember, that however the field may 
be characterized by the produce which it bears, the 
field and the crop are two things. 

The harvest is in accordance with God’s merciful 
purpose to redeem man out of all his distresses.— 
To purge him from all his iniquities. To cleanse 
him from all his sins. The tares are the source of 
man’s misery. Perpetuate them, and man is destroy- 
ed for ever. Destroy them, and man, the field, is re- 
stored, and will become the vineyard of the Lord ; 
His pleasant plant. “For ye shall go out with joy, 
and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the 
hills shall break forth before you into singing, and 
all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. In- 
stead of the thorn [which chokes the word] shall 
come up the fir tree, and instead of the briar shall 
come up the myrtle tree: and it shall be to the 
Lorp for a name, for an everlasting sign that shall 
not be cut off.” (Isa. lv.) Thus God’s word shall 
triumph. “Is not my word as a fire 2” “ Therefore 
have I hewed them by the prophets; Ihave slain 
them by the words of my mouth.” (Hosea vi. 5.) 
The purpose of God is more fully set forth by Paul, 
1 Cor. iii, 11-15. “For other foundation can no 
man lay, than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
Now if any man build upon this foundation, gold, 
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble ; every 
man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day 
shall deciare it, because it shall be revealed by fire ; 
and the fire shall try every man’s work, of what sort 
itis. Ifany man’s work abide which he hath built 
thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any 
man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss : but 
he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.”— 
Nothing short of infidelity, itself, can deny the con- 
sequence declared in this passage, which, however 
man may lose of his own inventions, will be glorious 
‘inthe end, and restore him, purged of all sin and ini- 
juity. This is God’s purpose. Will it be accom- 





plished ? To prove that man, the field, will be clean- 
sed in the furnace, the fire, we invite the reader to 
examine the following passages ; requesting him to 
remember, that Scripture is the best expositor 
of Scripture. 

We read Deut. iv. 20, of the bondage in Egypt, 
which the Israelites endured, and which is compar- 
ed to an iron furnace. The mode of expression is 
used 1 Kings viii. 51; Jere. xi. 4. Butto put the 
question at rest, we have positive testimony that 
Jerusalem is the furnace ; not a future and endless 
hell. How men professing great devotion to truth, 
and respect for the Scriptures, can slight their tes- 
timony, and refuse to give their assent to the posi- 
tive and unequivocal declarations of God’s prophets, 
is to us very astonishing. But itis so. Isa. xxxi. 
9, declares, of God, “ Whose fire is in Zion, and his 
furnace (where? Ina future hell ? No!) in Jerusa- 
lem.” Reader, we do not ask you to believe our as- 
sertion ; but to believe God’s prophet. Again; 
Isa. xIviii. 10, 11. “ Behold, I have refined thee, 
but not with silver ; I have chosen thee in the fur- 
nace of affliction. For mine own sake, even for 
mine own sake, will I doit: for how should my 
name be polluted? and I will not give my glory un- 
to another.” This is strong language. God will 
effect his purpose. God declares to the amount, 
that His honour or glory is pledged “ to redeem Is- 
rael from all his iniquities.” 

Again; Although the testimony already quoted 
is sufficient to satisfy an tnprejudiced mind, (if such 
could be found,) we have testimony as clear as the 
sun at noonday, to prove the truth of our proposi- 
tion. Here it is—Ezek. xxii. 17-22. “ And the 
word of the Lorp came unto me, saying, Son of 
man, the house of Israel is to me become dross ; all 
they are brass, and tin, and iron, and lead, in the 
midst of the furnace ; they are even the dross of sil- 
ver. Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop ; Because 
ye are all become dross, behold, therefore I will 
gather you into the midstof Jerusalem. 4s they 
gather silver, and brass, and iron, and lead, and tin, 
into the midst of the furnace, to blow the fire upon 
it, to melt it; so will I gather you in mine anger 
and in my fury, and I will leave you there, and melt 
you. Yea, I will gather you, and blow upon you 
in the fire of my wrath, and ye shall be melted in the 
niidst thereof. As silver is melted in the midst of 
the furnace, so shall ye be melted in the midst 
thereof; and ye shall know that I the Lonp have 
poured out my fury upon you.” The house of Israel 
are spokea of, the Jews. What is to be the con- 
sequence of being gathered in the furnace, which 
is Jerusalem? Ans. Isa. i. 25, “ And I will turn my 
inand upon thee, and purely purge away thy dross, 
and take away all thy tin.” The prophet David 
prayed, (in faith, we trust,) for the accomplishment 
of God’s purpose, Psa. Ixxix. 9. “ Help us, O God 
of our salvation, for the glory of thy name ; and de- 
liver us, and purge away our sin, for thy name’s 
sake.” ‘The prophet Malachi iii. 1-3, speaks of the 
same event. “Behold, I will send my messenger, 
and he shall prepare the way before me: and the 
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temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom 
ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the 
Lorp of hosts. But who may abide the day of his 
coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth ? 
for he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fuller’s soap. 
And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: 
and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them 
as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the 
> In the figura- 
tive language of the parable, the house of Israel is 
represented as tares bound in bundles, because 


Lorp an offering in righteousness.’ 


they were enclosed in walls, and surrounded by the 
Roman army, in such a manner as to make escape 
impossible. The tares, the children of the wicked, 
or Jews, are spoken of by the prophet Ezek. xxxvii. 
and the “house of Israel” compared to dry bones, 
impotent and dead; a corresponding figure with 
The question is asked— 
* Son of man, can these bones live 2?” How harmo- 


dross, which is useless. 


nious is God's testimony, by all his holy prophets ! 
Hear the triumphant truth—* Behold, O my peo- 
ple, J will open your graves,” &c. “ and ye shall 
know that I am the Lord ;’ When? Ans. “ When 
Ihave opened your graves,” &c. “and put my Spirit 
in you, and ye shall live.” 

God's Spirit is love, for “Gop 1s Love.” The 
Saviour’s veracity is pledged, saying, Matt. v. 17, 

8. © Think not that I am come to destroy the law 
or the prophets; I am not come to destroy, but to 
fulfil. For verily, Tsay unto you, Till heaven and 
earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass 
from the law, till all be fulfilled.” Let the unbe- 
liever object, that the threatenings of the law must 
be fulfilled. We ask, “Is the law against the pro- 
mises of God?” The penalty of the law is death. 
Not endless misery. And we rejoice to add, “that 
as sin has reigned unto death [not unto an endless 
hell,} even so might grace reign though righteous- 
ness unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
(Rom.v.) “The law of the Lord is perfect, [not 
because its penalty is death, hut in] converting the 
soul: the testimony of the Lord és sure, [How ? 
Sure to damn the sinner endlessly ? No! but in] 
making wise the simple.” (Psa. xix. 7.) Therefore, 
the law that will not corvert the soul, is not per- 
fect. The testimony that will not make the simple 
wise, is not sure. God’s law requires supreme love 
to Him, and to love our nefyhbour as ourselves. It 
shall be fulfilled. It shall be written in every heart. 
A glorious consummation! 

But we read, “ God hath a controversy with his 
people.” ‘The law shall be fulfilled. Every titthe 
of it. The transgressors shall dic. Isa. v. 1-7, and 
24. “ Now willl sing to my woll-beloved a song of 
my beloved touching his vineyard. My well-be- 
loved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill: and 
he fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof, and 
planted it with the choicest vine, and built a tower 
in the midst of it, and also made a winepress there- 
in: and he looked that it should bring forth grapes, 
and it brought forth wild grapes. And now, O in- 
habitants of Jerusalem, and men of Judah, judge, I 
pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard. What 
could have been done more to my vineyard, that I 





have notdone in it ? wherefore, when | looked that 
it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wijq 
grapes ? And now, goto; I will tell you what] 
will do to my vineyard ; I will take away the hedve 
thereof, and it shail be eaten up ; and break down 
the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down: ay 
I will lay it waste: it shall not be pruned, nor dig 
ged; but there shall come up briars and thorns ; | 
will also command the clouds that they rain no raip 
upon it. For the vineyard of the Lorp of hosts j; 
the house of Israel, and the men of Judah his plea 
sant plant: and he looked for judgment, but behojy 
oppression ; for righteousness, but behold a ery 
Therefore, as the fire devoureth the stubble, and the 
flame consumeth the chaff, so their root shall be as 
rottenness, and their blossom shall go up as dust 
because they have cast away the law of the Lorn o 
hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One oj 
Israel.” 

Shall the transgressors die? Shall they not |e 
made alive ? Hear the word of the Lord. “Sq 
now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god wit) 
me: I kill, and J make alive ; I wound, and I heal 
neither is there any that can deliver out of my hand 
For the Lord shall judge his people, and repen: 
himself for his servants; when he seeth that thei 
power is gone, and there is none shut up or lefi.” 
Deut. xxxii. 36, 39. 

—tii 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Fitz—Being a constant subscriber and read- 
ec of the Gospel Herald, I feel anxious to see it 
rendered useful and prosperous. Therefore, | take 
the liberty to express my opinion, respecting some 
of the essays which you have selected to fill the 
pages of the present volume. Though I am enter- 
tained and instructed by the writings of some ot 
your correspondents, as well as by your own; yet | 
must say, that I am heartily tired of your prolix con- 
troversy with Mr. Woodworth, and but little enter 
tained in the perusal of Mr. Ruffner’s discourse: 
and I hope that my patience will not be tried again 
with similar uninteresting matter. And I have 
heard several other subscribers complain of thes 
essays, and say that they would discontinue their 
patronage, if they are to be treated with such dry stuf. 

The 3d volume was far more interesting than the 
present one. For my part, I should be much 
pleased to see frequent biographical sketches of the 
lives of Relly, Murray, Winchester, and others. 
Also, a list of churches or societies who profess the 
belief of the universal restoration, with the names 
of the towns, counties, and states, where they are 
situated ; the names of the preachers, &c. with the 
date of the organization of the societies, &c. Ke. 
Such selections would be read with avidity and in- 
crease your patronage, in my humble opimon. 

A historical sketch of the rise and increase 0! 
Universalism would be very acceptable. A FRIEND 

-Vew- York, Feb. 14, 1824. 

REMARKS. 

The old adage, “ That which is one man’s meat, 
is another man’s poison,” may apply on the present 
occasion. Likewise the “ Fable of the Old Mu, 
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is Son, and the Ass.” For ourselves, we are 


The names of preachers, location of societies, 


willing the public, or any portion of the public, | date of organization, names of towns, counties, and 
1d S . ° . . - 
chal! express and cherish sentiments of approbation, | states, with all the formula thereunto appertaining, 


tot 


1s ward ;—they have our permission to cherish | might be interesting to many. But we have tied 


nd express the reverse, if they think proper. Our} in vain to obtain the necessary information, &c. 
» Friend” has expressed his sentiments. We have | “ The General Convention,” only, can obtain this 
expre ssed ours. “ Weareeven.” We assure him, | information ; and we hope will turn their attention 


th 


st we would not withhold the paper from him on] to it, and publish an Annual Register of the num- 


thisaccount; and why should he withdraw his pa- | ber, state, and progress of societies, &c. &c. 


vonage on a similar one? If the editor of this pa- 


On the whole, we are disposed to thank our cor- 


ver studied his pecuniary profit, and valued the | respondent for his hints and freedom. If we are at 
omiles, the friendly nods, and complacent winks, of | any time culpable, a little wholesome reproof will 
mankind at large, he would not be found tugging | be like medicine. If we do not need it, our mea- 


at the contemned car of truth, IMPARTIALITY, 
which is almost banished from the religious world, 
has been our only watchword. We may have erred 
a variety of ways; (and who is perfect?) but, let 
what will be substracted from the quantum of our 
modest pretensions, the word IMPARTIAL will be 
left. 

There is our good and worthy friend, Mr. Wood- 
worth, he may be a little dry, at times, but we hope, 
ere long, to moisten him with the gentle showers of 
trath. Besides, Mr. Woodworth is in hope yet; as 
he says, in the last Number of his Missionary, that 
“he has already opened the eyes of many of our 
friends.” Surely, our Friend would not abridge 
the useful labours of this great Optician ! 

We wish Mr. Ruffner’s Discourse had been a lit- 
tle better. But, as we had no hand in composing 
it, we are not justly censurable for its want of merit. 
Some of our Subscribers expressed their approba- 
tion of publishing it, and of our reply, in a letter of 
thanks ; which will do for an offset to the complaint 
of our Friend. 

Our “ Third Volume,” as our Friend observes, 
“was,” perhaps, “far more interesting than the 
present one.” Alas! life is but adream. Man is 
an evanescent creature ; and “ fades as the leaf.” 
Humiliating as the reflection must be, our corres- 
pondents, as well as ourselves, may be sinking into 
dotage. Ah, well, let us bear it cheerly ; and not, 
like the Bishop of Toledo, banish our monitor for 
telling the truth. 

Will our Friend furnish us correct “ Biographi- 
cal sketches of the lives of Relly, Murray, Win- 
chester, and others?” If he will, we will publish 
them. “ A Historical sketch of the rise and in- 
crease of Universalism,” would probably include 
much of the former. “ The General Convention 
of Universalits,” nearly three years ago, chose a 
Committee fot this very purpose, who, with all their 
means and opportunities, have not yet been able to 
collect the information necessary to such an under- 
taking. Will our Friend be willing to vouch for 
the truth and correctness of our “ Biographical 
Sketches,” &c. if we will undertake the task, with- 
out the necessary information, or present means of 
obtaining it? No! we think not. We can write a 
romance, or a novel, and entitle it “ Biographical 
Sketches,” &c. And we are of opinion that if aii 
the History and Biography, now extant, were 
properly labelled in the back, the lovers of fiction 


sure of health will guard us from any injury the 
otherwise nauseating draught might occasion. 
—_—a— - 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Mr. Fitz—A short time since, I happened to be 
conversing with a preacher of the Methodist per- 
suasion, who appeared to be almost, if not entirely, 
divested of religious intolerance. During our in- 
terview, he related the following dialogue, which 
occurred in his presence, in this city, about three 
years ago, between a Universalist and a Calvinist 
If you think it worthy of notice, I should be pleased 
to see the substance of it in the Gospel Herald. E. 
DIALOGUE, &c. 
Universalist. Do you believe that God foreor- 
dained whatsoever comes to pass ? 
Calvinist. Yes. 
U. Does he foreoidain it acéording to his own 
will ? 
C. Most certainly. 
U. Does every event come to pass agreeably to 
God's will or foreordination ? 
C. Yes; or rather, God permits it so to be, for 
the fulfilment of certain wise purposes. 
U. Then do you believe that every man does the 
will of God ? 
C. Yes—in a certain sense, or so far as he obeys 
the dictates of a good conscience. 
U. Do you believe that God will punish any man 
for doing the will of his Creator and Preserver ? 
C. I must acknowledge that I am not fond of dis- 
puting on intricate subjects, which profit but litte. 
I am in haste, and must bid you farewell. 
-~ —f—_ 
New-Orleans, 7th Jan. 1824. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Dear Sir—1 have the pleasure to communicate 
to you an account of the commencement and pro- 
gress of truth in this city. About the 20th Dec. 
Mr. D. M. Cole arvived among us, from the upper 
country, and gave notice that he would deliver a 
discourse on universal salvation the following Sab- 
bath, in the Market-house ; the first time the glad 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people, 
has been proclaimed in this city: and not without 
its consequent opposition and success. The Mayor 
issued his mandate, that if Mr. Cole attempted to 
preach in that public manner, he would be fined 
and imprisoned. Mr. Cole delivered his message 
of the purpose and love of God towards his children. 





would be treated with a new repast. 





The officers came too late to arrest him ;—the truth 
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had been proclaimed;—the proclaimer found 
friends ; though before entirely unknown to any 
person favourable to the truth. 

A convenient house was procured for the next 
Sabbath. The Mayor interfered, and ordered the 
owner not to open his doors, or suffer preaching in 
his bouse ; and that Mr. Cole would be arrested if 
he attempted to preach, except on board some ves- 
sel in the river. We accordingly went on board a 
vessel. This opposition caused inquiry into the 
merits of the cause, and the conduct of the authori- 
ty. A house was again procured, and notice given 
for the next Sabbath; when we were allowed to 
worship Ged according to the dictates of our own 
understandings, without molestation or interrup- 
tion. Great numbers attended, and many brethren, 
before unknown to each other, from different parts 
of our country, met together, and united in the 
worhip of “ the God of the whole earth.” 

Meetings on the Sabbath have been regularly 
called, and we have had preaching, though Mr. 
Cole has left us; and a subscription started for 
the building of a house. Mr. Cole is to return and 
preach for us the next winter. The people here, 
through the blessing of God, will not, in future, be 
entirely destitute of the word of life, the “ glad ti- 
dings of great joy, which shall be to all people.” 

Yours in the faith of the salvation of all through 
the merits of a Redeemer. NATHL. S. ROSE. 

REMARKS. 

The above is a confirmation of our declaration, 
that the truth is more offensive to mankind than er- 
ror. That falsehood will find ready advocates, and 
many friends. The Hon. Mayor of New-Orleans 
is ignorant, and his conduct similar to the Jews of 
old. However, it is astonishing that a city of the 
size and importance of New-Orleans, should elect 
a man for Chief Magistrate, so notoriously ig- 
norant of the Constitution of the United States. 
We take the liberty of informing this gentleman, 
that of he continues his opposition, and should have 
the effrontery to disturb the freemen of America in 
their worship, he may thank them for their lenity, if 
he is not made an example of ; his “ little brief au- 
thority,” and “ civick honours,” to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Query. Which has the greater tendency to de- 
moralize the good people of New-Orleans; the 
preaching that “ God is the Saviour of all men, 
especially those that believe,” or theatrical exhibi- 
tions on the Sabbath ? 

We never knew a more full illustration of the 
truth of our Saviour’s observation, relative to 
“ straining at a gnat, and swallowing a camel.” 

—g>—- 

TO THE FDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Sir—On Tuesday evening, (last week) at a meet- 
ing of “The Scciety for the Investigation of Gos- 
pel truth ;” I heard a passage of Scripture read and 
some few remarks made upon it, the proper under- 
standing of which, I have long wished to have. I 
will be candid and say, that since it first came parti- 
eularly under my notice, I have had less regard 
for the book containing it. 





The passage alluded to, is found, Isaiah yii, 1-16 
inclusive, which I once considered a most promi. 
nent prophecy of the coming of Jesus Christ; », 
ideas are now consonant with those of the Moder,. 
tor, that it has no reference to Jesus Christ What. 
ever; but that Isaiah had reference toa child of 
his own. 

It was also said, that Isaiah was sent to comfy; 
the king of Judah, whose “ heart was moved,” an) 
“the heart of his people, as the trees of the woo 
are moved by the wind.” It appears a confederate 
army was marching against Ahaz, (with the intey. 
tion of attacking, dethroning, and placing on tly 
throne of Ahaz, another king, “even the son 9; 
Tabeal,”) and that Isaiah was sent to comfort hin 
and among other things, says to him, “ Thus saith 
the Lorp God, it shall not stand, neither shall »: 
come to pass ;” but if we look at 2 Chron. xxvii) 
1-8, inclusive, we find that which Isaiah had sai, 
the Lorp God had said, should not come to Pass 
did come to pass! 

I have said my regard is not so great for the book 
containing the above passages, as it once was. Thx 
is, I once considered it to be the word of God ; \w: 
if | know myself, I am a firm believer in the good. 
ness, power, and wisdom of God, and therefore can. 
not conscientiously believe, that God ever said that 
any thing should not come to pass, and afterwards 
suffered the same thing to come to pass. It neces. 
sarily follows, that Isaiah told king Ahaz, tha 
which God had never said. 

Your remarks on the above passages, may possi. 
bly open my eyes, if I am in an error; and will by 
gratifying to several of your readers, with whom! 
have talked on the subject. L. 

New-York, Feb. 19, 1824. 

ANSWER. 

When we opened and read the above communi 
cation, we concluded, that, tf our correspondent, L, 
was correct, the prophet Isaiah would remain w 
impeached, in our estimation ; and his declaration 
stand the test. For the books of Chronicles, or re- 
cords of evenis, kept by the kings of Israel and Jo- 
dah, that is, under their control, would be liable to 
adulteration or alteration, from causes which would 
not exist in reference to the prophecies. We, how- 
ever, always find, that the Old Book, shines the 
brighter the harder it is rubbed. Our correspond: 
ent, L., is mistaken, not the book. 

The reader will learn, by turning to Isa. vii. 1-10. 
that the Israelites with Peka their king, and the Sy- 
rians with Rezin their king, were confederate, and 
made war against Ahaz, king of Judah. Isaiah the 
prophet was sent, by the Lorp, to Ahaz, king o! 
Judah, to console him; who assured Ahaz, “ Thus 
saith the Lorp Gop, It shall not stand, neithe! 
shall it come to pass,” &c. What shall not stand: 





What shall not come to pass? Ans. verse 6, “ Let vs 
make a breach therein for us, and set a king in the 
midst of it, even the son of Tabeal.” This was the 
counsel which Syria, Ephraim, and the son o! 
Remaliah took against Judah; and the prophe' 
says, * Thus saith the Lonp God, It shall not stand, 





Now we ask, Did it 


neither shall it come to pass.” 
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cand? Did it come to pass? L. says, “If we look 
at 2 Chron. xxviii. 1—8, inclusive, we find that 
which Isaiah had said, the Lorn God had said, 
ould not come to pass, did come to pass!” We 
pave looked, and looked in vain, for this. So far 
from the son of Tabeal being raised to Ahaz’s 
‘prone, and he destroyed, we are assured in this 
rery chapter, that Ahaz reigned king of Judah, 
atl his death; when Hezekiah, his son, peaceably 
«eceeded him! It is true, that Pekah, king of 
Israel, with his allies, made the attempt; and slew 
120,000 men; they carried away 200,060 captives ; 
and were met by a prophet, who temonstrated with 
Pekah; when the captives were treated with pre- 
cents, and sent back to their homes and firesides. 

Our correspondent must have read the passages 
in question, in a very superficial manner. He will 
fod, on examining them, that there is no discrep- 
ancy; that the testimony is true, and the prophet a 
man of God, in truth and verity. Therefore, the 
chapter brought by L. to disprove Isaiah’s declara- 
tion, confirms it, in the most unequivocal manner. 

——<—j>_— 
From the Christian Repository. 

CHARACTER OF ELHANAN WINCHESTER. 

[ shall be pardoned the attempt of a very feeble 
delineation of the character which I have always 
admired, loved and venerated. Feeble indeed, it 
must be, as the original was such as not often arrests 
the attention of mankind, yet I shall be satisfied, if 
ible to sketch an outline strictly comporting with 
truth, and deseriptive of only the most predomi- 
yanefeatures of him “ whose praise was in all our 
churches.” 

Mr. Winchester was born at Brookline, (Mass.) 
inthe year 1750. It has been asserted that no pe- 
culiar traits of genius marked the first years of juve- 
nile life. But as he approached manhood, when 
the mental powers began to expand, the native ta- 
lents ofa mind which was afterwards to astonish 
mankind, began to exhibit themselves. His powers 
of memory were soon observable. His natural seri- 
ousness and predisposition to the concerns of reli- 
gion were perceived, and ata very early age, say 
about nineteen, he commenced preaching as an 
itinerant Baptist. His cotemporaries and associates 
regarded him as a young man of great promise, 
who would shortly become a “ burning and shining 
light,” in which they and their fellow christians 
should greatly “ rejoice.” Already he preached with 
a zeal, a pathos and animation rarely seen in others. 
His travels and labours soon extended from Ver- 
mont to South Carolina. In this enlarged space of 
country, hundreds, perhaps thousands were awa- 
kened to a serious view of the importance of reli- 
gion, and to this day, many who did not keep pace 
with him in his mental travel, nor partake of the 
enlargement of his views of “the great salvation,” 
still acknowledge Mr. W. as the instrument of their 
“turning from darkness to light, and from the power 
of Satan unto God.” - 

While at the southward, he received the first im- 
Pression favourable to Universal Grace. Shortly, 
hé sailed for England, where he tarried about nine 


years, preaching and writing much. In London he 
was well received—and in that city he delivered and 
published his lectures on the prophecies, with many 
ether subordinate works, in illustration and suppert 
of the doctrine of the Restoration. On his return 
to America, which was about the year 1793, he was 
received with a high degree of satisfaction by such 
as had imbibed his sentiments, and even by many 
who did not subscribe to them. He was heard with 
attention by most classes of Christians, and it was 
very rare that the meeting-houses of every denomi- 
nation were not opened to him, and crowded witk 
attentive and admiring auditors. 

The various orders of clergy in the United States 
associated with him, as with a man from whom they 
must have derived pleasure and profit. His extensive 
reading, his enlarged acquaintance with mankind, 
the fund of knowledge, stored in a memory bordering 
upon intuition, rendered his society interesting and 
instructive to all descriptions of men. But his ur- 
banity, and benevolence which glowed in his bosom, 
his simple unaffected manners, rendered his con- 
versation doubly interesting. Mr. W. had none of 
that imposing haughtiness, which lays humble in- 
quiry under a painful restraint, nothing of that 
asperity of mind which often wounds the feelings of 
an opponent, and silences without convincing him. 
He respected the tender feelings of all Christians, 
was charitable to their ignorance and absurdity, and 
treated with “ meekness those who opposed them- 
selves” to what he considered the truth of the Gos- 
pel. His literary acquirements were by no means 
of a limited or superficial nature. With Latin, 
Greek, and Hebrew, he had an acquaintance, in 
which he was excelled by few; and he was able to 
preach intelligibly in the French language. The 
warmth of his feeling with which he, contemplated 
religion, the deep and solemn interest which he 
took in all its concerns, and his habit of piety, which 
had “ grown with his growth and strengthened with 
his &rength,” gave a pathos to his publie discourses, 
which awakened and sustained the attention of the 
crowd who waited on his ministry; and though 
some might think him an enthusiast, yet his was not 
the enthusiasm that distracts the mind, confounds 
the ideas, or disgusts the taste. Under his impres- 
sive preaching, ridicule felt disarmed of half her 
weapons, and wit, which sometimes sports with sa- 
cred things, in his presence, tacitly confessed the 
object above her reach. E. T. 

—=>— 
From the (Philadelphia) Reformer. 
PAUPERISM IN NEW-YORK. 

It is stated iuthe Fourth Annual Report of the 
Managers of the Society at New-York for the pre- 
vention of Pauperism, that several boys have been 
sent to the penitentiary as vagrants, and are not 
confined there as convicts. “This part of them,” 
the Managers observe, “ would at once be dischar- 
ged, had they parents, guardians, friends, employ- 
ment, or the visible means of a livelihood ; but in 
the providence of God, having neither father nor 
mother, and being cast upon the inclement world, 





fiiendless and destitute, unoffending and young, 
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they have been gathered by the cold arms of the 
law, and thrust into a prison filled with miscreants 
ofevery dascription—there to unbibe the principles 


and habits of their future course—there to unfold, 


their immortal powers, in an atmosphere polluted 
with crime ! because these youths have in thei: in- 
tancy been abandoned by the hand that should have 
protected them a 

We think these youths of our own country are 
much fitter objects of commiseration and charity, 
tor our numerous benevolent associations, than the 
natives of Hindostan, or the rangers of the wilder- 
Bat charity, to make a noise in the world, 


ness, 


must be carried on abroad. 


—~—>— 
7 9 9 4 
ANOTHER VICTIM 

To the Doctrine of Endless Torture. 
A respectable matron in this city, the present 
week, threw her infant into a cistern of water, and 


FR 
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jumped in herself. The lamentable story is soon 
told. She was a member of a church, in this city, 
where the doctrine of ENDLESS MISERY is pro- 
claimed. The wretched woman believed it—rea- 
son fled—in a moment of unutterable horror, she 
fell a sacrifice to the doctrine of Devils ! 

Christ declares, (Johu x. 9. 10.) “Tam the door: 
vy me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and 
shall go im and out and find pasture. The thiet 
cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to de- 
stroy: [ am come that they might have life, and 
that they might have if more abundantly.” 

Query. What door did this unfortunate woman 
enter at? Alas! a door where no pasture could be 
found. <A door, which led to death. 

Note— We omit the name of the lamented vic- 
It is sufficient to relate the fact. The blood 
Let the popular 


tim. 
of these victims will be required. 
lestroyers consider. 
——_e . 
THE PORCE OF EDUCATION. 

I now come to make it evident, that mankind 
universally, according to the Scriptures, shall, in 
the final result of things, be happy. And I am in 
uo strait here for want of forcible arguments, as 
those may be ready to imagine, who have been ac- 
customed to read the Bible under a strong bias in 
favour of contrary principles. 
ner, I freely own, in which I formerly read the sa- 
cred Scriptures: nor could I, for a while, without 
considerable difficulty, consult them upon the 
present point unrestrained from previously imbibed 
sentiments. It was with care and pains that I 
brought myself so far to suspect the truth of com- 
mon doctrines, as to be able, with tolerable freedom 
of mind, to inquire whether this had a just founda- 
tion in the word of God or not. But when I had 
voce disengaged myself from the influence of for- 
mer notions, so as to be able to look into the Scrip- 
tures with a readiness to receive whatever they 
should teach for truth, it was truly surprising 
to me, to fiad in them such evident traces of the 
doctrine I am now going to prove fo be a revealed 


This was the man- |- 





one. And indeed the difficulty in this part of wy 
subject is not so much to find good evidence, as a 
collect it together from various parts of the Bib): 
and arrange it in such order, as that the reader a 
easily have a clear and distinct view of it, and \ 
able, without perplexity, to judge upon it in its 
and united force. 


fulj 
Chauncey. 
—<— 


CONVERSION. 

We have received a letter from Mr.3. B. Dons. o, 
Levant, (Me.) in which he says, that he occasionally 
preached the Calvinistic doctrine for about 
years. He was convinced of the untruth of Calvi) 
ism long before he became a believer in Univers). 
ism, which was last March. We cannot refraiy 
from indulging the liberty of quoting one sentene, 
from a private letter. He says, “I am well .. 
quainted with the Calvinist doctrine, and to py, 
lasting sorrow, have spent the morning of my day, 
yea, a very valuable part of my life, in advocating , 
doctrine, which, for cruelty, exceeds the powers 0 
imagination to portray; and ascribes to the “ Fy. 
ther of mercies” a character which would disgrace 
the supposed “ foul monster of the regions of de: 
pair.” I sometimes shudder on reviewing my se: 
mons ; to behold what ideas I have urged upon th 
minds of others as solemn truth: but I knew no: 
what I did.” Chris. Intel, 

—>—- 
ROCHESTER MAGAZINE. 

We have received the first number of the “ Roci 
ester Magazine, and Theological Review,” edites 
by our Br. Thompson, and published monthly, i 
pages, 8vo. at one dollar per annum, payable 
advance. Considering the location of this Mag: 
zine, and the ability of the Editor, it is keeping 
within bounds to say, that much may be expecte: 
Any subscriptions left at this office, will be to 
warded to the Editor, &c. 

—_—>— 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 
Subject—Isa. 1x. 6. 

The “ Society tor the Investtgation and Estal 
lishment of Gospel Truth,” will meet at Tolerton’s 
Academy, 63 Chrystie-stveet, on Turspay Eves 
ing next, at seven o'clock, 


—>—_ 
SPECIAL NOTICE. 

An adjourned Meeting of the Stockholders of th 
Gosret Herarp Establishment, will be held ov 
Wednesday Evening next, March 3d, at 7 o'clock. 
at Tolerton’s Academy, 63 Chrystie-street. Punc 
tual attendance is earnestly solicited. 

_—~—— 

{(F Distant Subscribers who are in arrears for the Gos- 
pel Herald, are informed, that they can forward the sums 
due, per mail, directed to James Hall, Treasurer, No. 454 
Pear!-street, New-York, without paying the postage. o 
objection can now remain to this mode of conveyance, 02 
account of the expense. 








PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY, AT TWO DOLLARS 
PER ANNUM, AT THE OFFICE OF THE GOSPEL 
HERALD, NO. 67 CHRYSTIE-STREFT. 
Payable in Advance. 





